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Excerpt from The Negro at Work During the World War and During Reconstruction:
Statistics, Problems, and Policies Relating to the Greater Inclusion of Negro Wage Earners in
American Industry and AgricultureSir: I have the honor of transmitting herewith a bulletin
covering, in brief, some of the work of the Division of Negro Economics, established by you
on May 1, 1918, and functioning through your immediate office since that time, together with
some valuable data giving the actual experiences of Negroes in industrial occupations, 19181919.The publication was planned, in part, by my assistant, Karl F. Phillips, who also
constructed the statistical and other tables contained in the report and who from the beginning
and throughout the continuation of the work has given a most competent and highly efficient
service to the department and to the public.You will note that the bulletin contains summarized
statements of the policies and plans which you approved for this special service to Negro wage
earners, their employers, and associates, and that concise statistical reports and data have been
included. The graphs amplifying one of the larger tables were prepared by the Bureau of Labor
Statistics. I may say that the files of the Division of Negro Economics contain a mass of
similar material, but that owing to lack of funds and clerical help it was not practicable to
endeavor to prepare any more material than that which appears in the report.In transmitting
this bulletin I desire to thank the public-spirited citizens, white and colored, in organizations
and as individuals, who gave prompt and voluntary assistance of untold value in promoting the
work throughout the States and localities in which it was conducted. I desire to thank, also, the
Federal, State, and private agencies for their unlimited cooperation and advice at all times.
Within the department itself I am grateful to you, to the chiefs and heads of the various
divisions and bureaus, and especially to the office of the Assistant Secretary and of the
Solicitor for unfailing interest and assistance.The office and field staff of the division deserves
special commendation for untiring zeal and close application in carrying forward the many
delicate and difficult tasks growing out of the work almost daily.I desire again to call your
attention to the recommendations cited on pages 134-136 of this bulletin, which, you will
recall, were included in my memorandum report to you on the racial situation in
Chicago.About the PublisherForgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and
classic books. Find more at www.forgottenbooks.comThis book is a reproduction of an
important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally
reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in
the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing
page, may be replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority of
imperfections successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve the
state of such historical works.
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