
The Constitution of Empire

The Constitution of Empire offers a constitutional and historical survey of American territorial
expansion from the founding era to the present day. The authors describe the Constitutions
design for territorial acquisition and governance and examine the ways in which practice over
the past two hundred years has diverged from that original vision. Noting that most of
Americas territorial acquisitions - including the Louisiana Purchase, the Alaska Purchase, and
the territory acquired after the Mexican-American and Spanish-American Wars - resulted from
treaties, the authors elaborate a Jeffersonian-based theory of the federal treaty power and
assess American territorial acquisitions from this perspective. They find that at least one
American acquisition of territory and many of the basic institutions of territorial governance
have no constitutional foundation, and they explore the often strange paths that constitutional
law has travelled to permit such deviations from the Constitutions original meaning.
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In , Thomas Jefferson wrote to James Madison that â€œno constitution was ever before so well
calculated as ours for extensive empire.â€•? Our goal is to. The Constitution of Empire is a
study of nineteenth-century U.S. territorial expansion aimed at developing self-governing
political communities for admission into.

The Constitution of Empire: Territorial Expansion and American Legal History. New Haven:
Yale University Press. Pp. x, $ The Constitution of the German Empire was the basic law of
the German Empire of , from 16 April , coming into effect on 4 May German.

The Constitution of the Empire of Japan known informally as the Meiji Constitution (????
Meiji Kenpo), was the constitution of the Empire of Japan which had. THE CONSTITUTION
OF EMPIRE no authority over the colonies.9 The dominions, they said, were the king's
dominions; the king, they said, was their link -and.
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