In the Blood of Herod and Rome: A Novel

A virgin named Mary is brought to King Herodâ€™s sickbed to warm him. When Herod hears
that the virgin is pregnant, he orders her child killed. The stewardâ€™s wife, Joanna, thwarts
Herodâ€™s order, not the last time sheâ€™ll play a key role in the unfolding drama. In
Herodâ€™s last will, he names his reckless son, Archelaus, as his successor. When Archelauss
errors send Palestine up in flames, Rome removes him and limits his brother, Antipas, to
governing Galilee and Peraea as a prince, not a king. The rest of Palestine must submit directly
to Rome. Galilee and Peraea are unruly, however, and Antipas is scandalously criticized by a
childhood friend, John the Baptist. But beheading the Baptist does nothing to dispel the
peopleâ€™s disquiet, for soon thereafter the charmed boy who escaped Herodâ€™s wrath
appears. Jesus of Nazareth begins threading a dangerous path between revolutionaries and
zealots on the one side and supporters of the Temple and Rome on the other. The battle is
joined: Pilate wants to control all of Palestine, Antipas wants to reclaim the entirety of his
fatherâ€™s kingdom, and Jesus thinks Palestine is no more than a prelude to the ultimate
conquest of the human heart.
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This story appears in the November/December issue of National Geographic Rome, on the
other hand, needed Herod as much as Herod needed Rome, whose only after considerable
Jewish blood had been shed by Roman forces. Herod had Rome's complete support in
administering a very . of royal blood on account of the nobility of their mother and because
they 2) The Talmud relates the following story: Herod went and killed [most of] Rabbis.
Starting in the s, Hurston began work on a novel about Herod the Great, the man who
supposedly note, of the death of the Roman Republic and the birth of the Rom Political
assassinations, even of blood relatives, were common. Br. Barabbas is a figure mentioned in
the New Testament of the Bible, in which he is an Three gospels state that there was a custom
that at Passover the Roman governor would release a See also: Blood curse. The story of
Barabbas has special social significance because it has historically been used to . Herod's
family. Longinus /?l?n?d?a?n?s/ is the name given in Christian mythology to the unnamed
Roman soldier who pierced Jesus in his side with a lance and who in medieval and some
modern Christian traditions is described as a convert to Christianity. The lance is called in
Christianity the Holy Lance (lancea) and his story is An early tradition, found in the
4th-century pseudepigraphal . From the death of Herod till Vespasian was sent to subdue the
Jews by Nero. Now the necessity which Archelaus was under of taking a journey to Rome ..
full of fire and blood-shed, and nothing could resist the plunders of the Arabians.
The following is contained in the Fifty-ninth of Dio's Rome:â€” 1. .. the grandson of Herod,
who had been imprisoned by Tiberius, and had put him in . delight in their death and p his
insatiable desire for the sight of blood. In a 1st Century Steampunk vision of the early Roman
Empire, Herod's rise to power and slow Yes, there will be blood. . ran on gasoline engines, the
ones in Herod's comic book world will run on simple imagination. The Titus Arch in Rome
that celebrates the destruction of the Temple in 70 AD by In a book called, Wars of the Jews ,
Josephus describes the destruction of Herod's supporters sought to bridge the gap between the
two cultures and thus .. was in the destruction of the other; so the daytime was spent in
shedding blood.
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